THE CAMERA
The Shutter

The shutter is like a blind that opens to allow light to reach film in the camera.

THE FOCAL PLANE – most common in SLR cameras

This is made of metal or cloth. It is positioned in the back of the camera directly in front of the film. The blind moves either horizontally or vertically across the film place during the exposure.
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When you push the shutter release button on your camera to take a picture, light comes in and strikes the film for a certain length of time. The time is called the shutter speed.
The Shutter Speed Range

1sec.,  1/4,  1/2,  1/8,  1/15,  1/30,  1/60,  1/125,  1/250,  1/500,  1/1000,  1/2000

The numbers stand for fractions of a second, on your camera 1/60 will appear only as 60, and 1 sec. will appear as 1”.

Each shutter speed is twice as fast or half as fast as the one next to it.

B = bulb will keep the shutter open for as long as you want.

Flash setting – Usually identified by X or a lightning bolt, or red type. This is usually 125th or lower.

Apart from controlling the amount of light reaching the film, the shutter speed also determines how movement is recorded.
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At a slow shutter speed, a moving object should be blurred/streaky
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Otto Steinert
At a fast shutter speed, a moving object should be frozen/sharp.











Harold E. Edgerton “King of Hearts”










Philippe Halsman – “Dali Atomicus” 1948

Otto Steinert –“Pedestrian’s Foot” 1950














